THE CHARACTER OF JESUS CHRIST
What kind of man was our Lord? What were some of His characteristics? Consider:
• His zeal "And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up" (John 2:17).
A. His zeal forced Him to remain behind in Jerusalem as a boy It did not take a sinner long to know that, while Jesus hated sin, He loved the sinner. Our Lord was very compassionate. People instantly knew this about Him. That's the great secret in winning people to Christ or in ministering to the saints-the manifestation of a real, genuine love for those being ministered to.
• His meekness and gentleness • His courage A. As seen in his hometown proclamation (Luke 4:16-30) During this, His first recorded sermon in Nazareth, Hhe boldly pointed out Israel's historical unbelief which prompted God even back in Old Testament times to bypass, on occasion, the chosen people and bless believing Gentiles instead. A murderous attempt was made on His life at the end of the message. The first of these took place at the beginning of His ministry and the second during the final week. Both took great personal courage.
C. As seen in His fearless ministry to a madman No coward would have dared confront (as did our Lord) this raging lunatic who doubtless possessed superhuman and satanic strength.
D. As seen in risking His life to raise Lazarus (John 11:7, 8, 16, 53) He was fully aware (as were His frightened disciples) that a trip to Bethany at this time would simply invite the enraged Jews to attempt to stone Him again (see John 11:8). But He went anyway.
E. As seen in denouncing the wicked Pharisees (Matt. 23) Never in written history was a group of religious hypocrites so soundly and severely rebuked as were the wicked Pharisees by the Savior here in Matthew 23. Furthermore, He condemned this powerful and perverted group to their face. ).
F. As seen in his approach to Calvary
• His love "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends" (John 15:13).
As a member of the Trinity, Christ naturally loves that which His Father loves. However, while He was on earth, He especially loved: 
